
TRANSPORTATION RECONFIGURATION [FAQ’s] 

 

1. I don’t understand the area making up the Proximity Zone; just what 

is that? 

 

The Proximity Zone is that area on the east side of the St. Mary’s river 

that is bounded by the Decatur city limits. The Bellmont campus is in 

the approximate center of the Proximity Zone. 

 

2. Will there be sidewalks on E. Monroe St. (Ext)? 

 

Yes. Sidewalks are already in place along the north side of the street. 

The City of Decatur Street Superintendent has stated the commitment 

to install additional walks along the south side of the street this 

summer, with completion planned before the start of the 2019-2020 

school year. 

 

 

3. Will there be crossing guards / crosswalks to help students cross the 

streets? 

 

Crosswalks already exist at the intersection of Piqua Road and E. 

Monroe Street (Ext). The City of Decatur plans to add crosswalks at 

the intersection of Eastbrook and Piqua Road, at the intersection of E. 

North Adams Drive and E. Monroe Street (Ext) and at the intersection 

of Ogg Street and E. Monroe Street (Ext), respectively. Road markings 

and lit signs will make all the crossings readily obvious to vehicle 

drivers. 

At this time, there are no plans for crossing guards. 

 

 

4. How were the stops for the Group Pickups selected? 

 

Student residences were marked on a map of Decatur. Bus stop 

locations were sought that provided a good central point within 

multiple residences, that provided a good off-road assembly point for 

students boarding or exiting a bus, and that provided ample parking 



for parents dropping off or picking up students. In nearly every case, 

these sites were already being used as bus stops. 

 

 

5. Is there a place for parents to park and wait with/for children at the 

Group Pickup / Drop-off locations? 

 

Most of the Group Pickup stops have multiple parking accommodations 

at or near the place where the bus will stop. In the cases where the 

bus stops directly on a main thoroughfare such as Mercer (the 

Parkview Drive pickups), then parking is limited. 

 

 

6. Are the Group Pickup locations well-lit? 

 

Yes. Some of them are parking lots, some of them are intersections of 

city streets. Bus drivers will stop immediately in the lit areas for 

student boarding and exit. 

 

 

7. What does “depart time” mean? 

 

Depart time is the time that buses will leave the specified pick-

up/drop-off location. The buses arrival time may vary (there is no 

specific time in which the buses will arrive) – however, the buses will 

not leave the pick-up/drop-off zone before the stated time of 

departure.   

 

 

8. Won’t this change make some kids get to school real early? 

 

No, the schedule is designed to have no one on campus before 7:30 

AM and for the last bus riders to arrive no later than 7:45 AM.  

 

9. Will everybody leave school at the same time in the afternoon? 

 

No, there will be two student departure times. All 5 country route 

buses and all 7 group pickup buses will leave together. The group 



pickup buses will run their short routes first, so they should be back to 

pick up the second group of students in less than 15 minutes. 

 

10. What will the students waiting at school do for 15 minutes? 

 

There will be a supervised area in the school where they can wait. 

They will be free to study or socialize as they please. 

 

11. Is this change going to make the country routes longer? 

 

No. Trial runs of all of the country routes, starting at the bus garage 

and ending at the school drop-off area, indicated that each of them will 

be a little over 1 hour in total length. Since these routes will start at 

the respective driver’s home and each driver lives in the country zone 

they will be covering, it is expected that each route will be shortened 

slightly. 


